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Nadir Shah, for, though one versed in war, his
temperament was that of the dove,
He was so remote from personal gain, and so
altruistic that he was something apart. He was
beyond the comprehension of a people who had
learned to expect the worst, and to see in an amiable
exterior and a disposition to consider the feelings of
others a cloak for the sinister and the avaricious.
That a man could be entirely honourable and vera-
cious, and entirely without venom, was beyond their
understanding, and for long such powerful tribes as
the Suleiman Khel and the Dari Khel assiduously
hindered his progress, and did their utmost to exter-
minate the small force which was slowly penetrating
into Afghanistan from the south. Another tremen-
dous obstacle to cohesion confronting one who could
not back his appeals by force were the long-standing
jealousies and feuds among the tribesmen, who sought
the opportunities presented by unrest to settle personal
differences and to engage in hostilities which took
into account neither Nadir Shah nor Bacha.
More than once Nadir saw his men fade away
while they engaged in battle one with the other ;
yet in spite of these early disappointments and
hindrances he and his brothers resolved to maintain
their fight and, if necessary, lay down their lives for
the honour of their country. In their Faith they
found the strength to cut their way through to Khost,
where the achievements of Marshal Nadir Shah
against the British were still a matter for jubilation
and for resuscitation in song. Here he was under-
stood and known. The tribes of Khost had seen a